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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the 

Borough  of  Burslem. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Fifth  Annual 
Eeport  (from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1905),  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Borough  of  Burslem. 


Sanitary  Office. — This  is  situated  in  Queen  Street,  about 
100  yards  from  the  Town  Hall ; the  two  rooms  are  small  and  very 
low,  affording  inadequate  accommodation. 


Staff.  — Besides  myself,  this  consists  of  one  Inspector,  one 
assistant,  one  clerk,  and  one  lady  Inspector. 
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. Area.— -The  Borough  consists  of  1862  acres^ — three-fifths  agri- 

cultuial,  two-fifths  urban  and  industrial,  and  is  roughly  represented 
by  a squai'e,  the  North  and  South  boundaries  being  about  If  miles 
TT^k’  East  and  West  about  2 miles;  on  the  North  is  Tunstall 

Urban  District,  on  the  South  Hanley  County  Borough,  on  the  East 
Smallthorne  Urban  District  and  part  of  Hanley  (Milton),  and  on  the 
West  Wolstanton  United  Urban  District.  On  the  West  the 
oundaiy  which  deviates  to  include  Longport  station  is  otherwise 
formed  by  the  Fowlea  brook  and  lies  between  the  North  Stafford 
xvailway  and  the  Trent  and  Mersey  Canal. 

The  highest  part  of  the  Borough  is  High  Lane  (in  the  East 
waid)  and  is  648  feet,  the  Town  Hall  is  515  feet,  and  Longport 
station  400  feet  above  sea  level ; the  latter  is  nearly  the  lowest 
part  in  the  Borough. 

The  Cemetery  is  at  Nettlebank,  in  the  East  ward,  adjoining 
Smallthorne,  and  is  32  acres  in  extent. 


1894. 


The  Park,  also  in  the  East  ward,  of  22  acres,  was  opened  in 


Westport  Lake,  28  acres,  is  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
Borough. 

Chief  Industries. — Earthenware  manufacture,  coal  mining. 
Brick  and  Tile  Works,  Flint  Mills,  Colour  Works,  Foundries,  China 
manufacture,  Crate  shops. 


Population. — The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  was  41,622 ; and  to  the  end  of  the  year  41,958.  The  statistics 
all  through  this  report  are  calculated  on  the  former  number. 


The  density  of  the  population  is 

22-3  persons 

Census  population — 

1881  

26,581 

1891 

32,351 

1901 

38,878 

Density  per  acre — 

Census,  1881 

14-2 

„ 1891 

17-3 

„ 1901 

20-8 
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Population  in  each  ward  at  Census,  1901 — 

North  ward  ...  13,731 

South  ,,  ...  12,064 

East  ,,  ...  12,971 


Inhabited  houses,  and 

average  number 

of  persons 

house — 

Inhabited 

Average  No 
of  persons 

houses. 

per  house. 

Number  at  Census,  1881 

5248 

5-0 

„ 1891 

6010 

5-3 

„ 1901 

7606 

5-0 

,,  in  June,  1905 

8307 

50 

New  houses  erected — 

In  1896 

...  142 

1897 

...  245 

1898 

...  240 

1899 

99 

1900 

69 

1901 

...  152 

1902 

152 

1903 

76 

1904 

72 

1905 

75 

Births. — The  number  i 


registered  during  the  year  was  1346 

(672  males,  674  females),  a decrease  of  134  on  the  previous  year. 
The  rate  was  32-3  per  1000,  a decrease  of  2-8  per  1000  on  the 
previous  year,  and  a decrease  of  5'6  on  the  mean  rate  for  the 
previous  10  years. 

This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  for  which  I can  find  record,  f.e. 

1876. 

Birth-rate  for  76  great  towns  28-2 

,,  141  smaller  towns  26‘9 


Natural  increase. — The  following  table  shows  the  natural 
increase  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  the  last  15  years — 


1891 

487 

1899 

594 

1892 

287 

1900 

427 

1893 

537 

1901 

456 

1894 

598 

1902 

690 

1895 

600 

1903 

689 

1896 

652 

1904 

619 

1897 

486 

1905 

483 

1898 

634 
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Still- Births. — The  intennents  of  still-born  children  liave 
been  registered  at  the  Cemetery  during  the  last  5 years,  as  follows — 

1901  ...  125 

1902  ...  99 

1903  ...  120 

1904  ...  89 

1905  ...  95 

Vaccination. — The  vaccination  officer  lias  supplied  me 
with  the  following  particulars — 

872  No.  of  primary  successful  vaccinations 
152  died  before  vaccination 
0 insusceptible 

304  unvaccinated 

23  not  traced — removed 
11  left  district 
15  postponed 
5 conscientious  objections 

In  March,  the  Council,  by  letter,  drew  the  attention  of  the  local 
medical  practitioners  to  my  complaint  in  last  year’s  annual  report 
that  several  infants  were  being  vaccinated  with  one  mark  only. 
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1905. 


Months. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Number 

Rate 

per 

1000 

per 

Ann’m 

Males 

Females 

Number 

Rate 

per 

1000 

per 

Anu’m 

January  ... 

116 

33-6 

53 

63 

142 

41-2 

February 

104 

30-1 

53 

51 

70 

20-2 

March 

114 

38-0 

58 

56 

80 

23-1 

April 

111 

32-9 

56 

58 

54 

15'6 

May 

123 

35-5 

63 

60 

61 

17-6 

June 

90 

25-9 

41 

49 

50 

14-4 

July  

120 

34-5 

57 

63 

41 

11-8 

August  ... 

128 

36-8 

63 

65 

70 

20T 

September 

124 

35-6 

64 

60 

51 

14-6 

October  ...  

106 

30-3 

62 

44 

43 

12-3 

November 

114 

32-6 

53 

61 

45 

12-8 

December 

93 

26-5 

49 

44 

86 

24-5 

1 

Totals...  ...^ 

1846 

32-B  ' 
1 

672 

1 

674 

793 

190 
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Deaths. — The  deiiths  I’egistei’ed  in  the  IBorough  were  793  j 
21  of  these  occuri’ed  !it  the  Ilciywood  Tlospitiil,  4 of  which  did  not 
belong  to  the  Borough  so  must  ho  subtracted;  there  were  in 
addition  75  deaths  of  “residents  in  public  institutions  beyond  the 
district,  i.e. — 


Chell  Workhouse  ...  58 

North  Staffs.  Infirmary  9 

Bradwell  Sanatorium  ...  8 

bringing  the  nett  deaths  to  864,  equal  to  a rate  of  20-7  per  1000 ; 

death-rate  for  1904  ...  ...  21-0 

mean  rate  for  10  years  (1895  to  1904)  ...  22T 

rate  for  76  great  towns  ...  ...  15-7 

,,  141  smaller  towns  ...  ...  14-4 


Uncertmed  deaths.— Of  the  793  deaths  in  the  Borough 
there  were  65  in  which  no  medical  certificate  was  given ; inquests 
wei'e  held  on  41  of  these ; below  I give  the  verdicts  and  ages. 

3 suicides,  i.e. — 

drowning  ...  ...  42, 51  years 

hanging  ...  ’ ...  19 

23  accidents,  i.e. — 


burns 
scalds 
drowning 
over-laying  ... 
fall  of  roof  in  pit 

,,  floor  in  tile- warehouse 
fall  downstairs 
fracture  of  skull 
overdose  of  chloral 
suffocation  in  dolly  tub  ... 

phosphorus  poisoning 

(sucking  matches) 

run-over 

blood-poisoning 


2,  2,  4,  6,  54,  60  years 
2 years 

3,  3,  56  years 

4,  13  days 
36,  47  years 
i7 

68 

42,62  „ 

35 

2 


3 

44 
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cause 


and  other  causes  — 


heart  failure 
,,  disease 
convulsions  ... 
hrain  disease 

phthisis  accelerated  by 

lead  poisoning 

starvation  and  syncope  ... 

hemorrhage  from 

gastric  ulcer 

natural  causes 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  ... 


19,  25,  61,  64  years 
29  years 

3,  8,  10  wks.  7 mos. 
18  years 


33  „ 
50  „ 


30  „ 


Of  the  24  cases  in  which  no  inquest  was  held  the  registered 
of  death  was — 


convulsions  ... 

1 2,  5,  21  days 

I 1,  1,  3,  5 months 

teething,  convulsions 

14  months 

enteritis 

4 „ 

bronchitis 

46,  64,  72  years 

,,  heart  failure  ... 

48  years 

heart  failure  ... 

28,  37  years 

scalds 

13  months.  3 y 

burns 

43  years 

meningitis 

6 „ 

probably  congenital  mal- 
formation of  heart  . . . 

15  minutes 

probably  congenital  mal- 
formation of  x’ectum  . . . 

9 days 

probably  apoplexy 

67  years 

paralysis 

37  „ 

debility 

3 days 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1905 
Borough  of  Burslem. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  & under  25 

25  & under  65 

65  & upwards 

: Total 
Deaths 
in 

Public 
Institu- 
,tions 
in  the 
District 

Smallpox 

Measles 

11 

5 

6 









Scarlet  Fever 

14 



11 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

8 

10 

2 









Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

13 

1 

7 

5 

— 



— 

— 

Croup  . . 

9 

1 

5 

3 









Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

6 





2 

1 

2 

1 



Continued  Fever 









_ 

Epidemic  Influenza 

8 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

1 



Cholera 

— 

— 



— 









Plague 

— 

— 

— 





— — 

— 

Diarrhoea 

53 

48 

2 

1 



2 



_ 

Enteritis 

4 



4 



__ 

— 



Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 



— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . . ' . . 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 



1 

Phthisis 

50 

1 

2 

3 

10 

32 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . . 

31 

13 

10 

5 

2 

. — 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

12 

— 

Bronchitis 

100 

J9 

13 

— 

— 

46 

22 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

•28 

4 

6 

3 



13 

2 

4 

Pleurisy 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 



— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

47 

13 

27 

— 

2 

4 

1 



Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

4 

— 





— 

4 





Venereal  Diseases  . . 

6 

6 









Premature  Birth 

25 

25 











Childbirth 

8 







__ 

8 

- ■ 

Heart  Diseases 

56 

4 



2 

2 

40 

8 



Accidents 

22 

2 

10 



1 

8 

1 

6 

Suicides 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

All  other  causes 

299 

121 

30 

6 

8 

58 

76 

8 

All  causes  . . 

864 

272 

145 

34 

33 

253 

127 

21 

12 


Infant  mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  1 year 
were  272,  a mortality  of  202  per  1000  births  registered,  and  a rate 
of  6-5  per  1000  living. 


The  mean  rate  for  the  previous  10  years  was  201  per  1000 

births. 


rate  for  76  great  towns  140  per  1000  births 
,,  141  smaller  towns,  132  ,, 


It  will  be  seen  how  unfavourably  Burslem  compares  with 
other  districts. 

The  chief  causes  were — 


convulsions  ... 
diarrhoea 

atrophy,  debility,  &c. 
premature-birth 
tubercular  diseases 
bronchitis 

broncho-pneumonia 


60  deaths 


43 

34 

25 

23 

20 

13 


The  lady  inspector  visits  the  houses  immediately  after  regis- 
tration of  birth  and  gives  instruction  on  the  proper  feeding  and  care 
of  infants. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
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All  Causes — 

Certified 

31 

5 

17 

5 

58 

25 

19 

27 

22 

15 

15 

19  ; 

13 

7 

20 

15 

255 

Uncertified 

5 

2 

2 

y 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

1 1 

1 

i 

1 

17 

Common  Infectious  Dis- 

ease 

Smallpox 

• • 

Chickenpox  . . 

Measles 

1 

• • 

1 

• * 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria — Croup  . . 

1 

2 

1 

8 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

3 

• • 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

* ' 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases — 

1 

43 

Diarrhma,  all  forms. . 
Enteritis  (not  Tuber- 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

6 

3 

6 

1 

7 

5 

4 

4 

4 

culous 

• • 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intes- 

1 

tinal  Catarrh 

2 

2 

1 

• • 

1 

0 

Wasting  Diseases — 
Premature  Birth 

16 

3 

3 

22 

2 

1 

1 

25 

12 

Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk  . . 

4 

1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

• • 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus 

6 

1 

1 

8 

6 

3 

7 

3 

3 

, , 

2 

. . 

1 

. . 

1 

34 

Tubercular  Enteritis  . . 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

0 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

. . 

1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 

Tabes  Mesenterica  . . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

y 

Other  Tuberculous 

1 

8 

Diseases 

2 

2 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•• 

i 

Meningitis  (not  Tubercu- 
lous 

2 

1 

.. 

1 

2 

2 

8 

Convulsions 

!) 

2 

6 

5 

22 

6 

5 

6 

4 

4 

4 

3 

• ■ 

2 

2 

2 

60 

Bronchitis 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

‘d 

5 

20 

Laryngitis  . . 

Pneumonia 

1 

, 

1 

1. 

. . 

. 

1 

. 

4 

Suffocation,  overlaying  . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

• 

z 

0 

Other  Causes 

1 

. 

1 

1 

• 

0 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

13 

36 

! ’ 

1 

: 7 

67 

27 

Ui 

1 28 

1 23 

i 16 

1 

20 

1 13 

7 

20 

15 

272 

— — 

14 


Zymotic  death-rate. — There  were  117  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  i.e. — 


Under 

5 years 

Over  5 

Total 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scax’let  fever 

11 

3 

14 

Diphtheria 

8 

5 

13 

Measles 

11 

0 

11 

Typhoid 

0 

6 

6 

Whooping  cough  18 

2 

20 

Diarrhoea 

50 

3 

53 

98 

19 

117 

Zymotic  death-rate  this  year 

2-8  per  1000 

>>  n 

last  year 

• • • ■ 

4-1  „ 

>>  n 

for  76  great  towns 

1-8 

” )» 

for  141  smaller  towns  ... 

1-5 

This  is  a low  rate  for  Burslem,  and  only  four  times  has  the 
rate  been  lower  since  1890,  i.e.  1892,  1894,  1895  and  1903. 

It  will  be  seen  that  83  per  cent  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
children  under  5 years  of  age. 


Scarlet  fever. — There  have  been  14  deaths  from  scarlet 
fever,  only  six  times  has  this  number  been  exceeded  since  1890. 


death-rate  ... 

case  mortality  (deaths  per  100  cases) 
death-rate  for  76  great  towns 
),  ,,  141  smaller  towns 


0-3  per  1000 
5 per  cent 
0-1  per  1000 


Diphtheria. — There  have  been  13  deaths  from  diphtheria. 


death-rate  ... 
case  mortality 

death-rate  for  76  great  towns 
,,  ,,141  smaller  towns 


0-3  per  1000 
16  per  cent 
0-1  per  1000 


The  following  table  shows  t56  death  rate  per  1000  living  and 
the  case  mortality  for  the  last  8 years — 


1898 

Rate 
per  1000 
0-4 

Case 

mortality 

60  per  cent. 

1899 

1-0 

41 

1900 

2-2 

24 

1901 

1-0 

23 

1902 

•8 

17 

1903 

•2 

15 

1904 

•3 

17 

1905 

•3 

16 

15 


Measles. — There  have  been  11  deaths,  all  in  children  under 
5 years  of  age,  and  as  seen  in  the  table  this  year  may  be  classed  as 
inter-epidemic. 

death-rate  ^ ...  ...  0-2  per  1000 

,,  for  76  great  towns  ...  0-3  „ 

,,  ,,  141  smaller  towns  ...  0-3  „ 

This  is  not  a notifiable  disease  in  the  Borough. 


Whooping  cough. — There  have  been  20  deaths,  and  only 
five  times  has  this  number  been  exceeded  since  1890.  18  of  the  20 

occurred  in  children  under  5. 


death-rate 

,,  for  76  great  towns 
„ ,,141  smaller  towns 


0-4 

0-2 

0-2 


per  1000 


>) 


Typhoid  fever. — There  were  6 deaths,  and  only  five 
times  since  1890  has  the  number  been  less. 


death-rate 
case  mortality 

death-rate  for  76  great  towns 
„ ,,  ]4l  smaller  towns 

All  these  deaths  were  of  persons  over  5. 


014  per  1000 
20  per  cent 
0-08  per  1000 


The  case  mortality  since  1895  has  fluctuated  between  16 
and  21  per  cent,  with  the  exception  of  four  years — 

1898  and  1899  when  it  was  very  low,  i.c.  6 
and  9 per  cent  respectively,  and 

1903  and  1904  when  it  was  very  high,  i.e.  25 
and  28  per  cent  respectively. 


Diarrhoea. — There  were  53  deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 


death-rate  ... 

,,  for  76  great  towns 
.,  ,,141  smaller  towns 


1-2 

0-8 

0-5 


per  1000 


48  of  these  deaths  occurred  under  1 year. 
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Under  1 month  ...  ...  3 


From 

1 

to 

2 months 

1 

>7 

2 

77 

3 „ 

6 

77 

3 

77 

4 „ 

4 

77 

4 

77 

5 „ 

6 

77 

5 

77 

6 

2 

77 

6 

77 

7 

7 

77 

7 

77 

8 

5 

77 

8 

77 

9 

5 

77 

9 

77 

10 

1 

77 

10 

7} 

11 

4 

77 

11 

77 

12 

4 

48 


Of  these  26  occurred  in  x\ugust 
4 „ July 

4 ,,  September 


The  following  is 
years — 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


the  death-rate  per  1000  for  the  last  five 

1-9 

1-0 

IT 

1-8 

1-2 


The  following  table  shews  from  1890 — 

1st  The  number  of  deaths  fi'om  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases 

2nd  The  zymotic  death-i'ate  per  1000  living 

3rd  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  phthisis 

4th  The  infant  mortality  per  1000  births  registered. 


Table  showing  No.  of  Deaths  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  and  No. 
of  Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Phthisis,  also  Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  registered. 
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Phthisis  . . . . 62  45  44  33  38  35  39  48  45  43  43  73  38  56  52  50 

Infant  ]\Iortality  per  1000 

Births  registered  217  171  189  194  190  182  216  232  200  197  230  209  172  182  194  202 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DUEING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


At  all  Ages 

Under  1 

Ito  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and  upwards  j 

Smallpox 

• . 

. . 

. . 

.. 

Cholera  . . 

. . 

• . 

. • 

• • 

, . 

, , 

Diphtheria 

80 

• • 

28 

47 

4 

1 

, , 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

. . 

. . 

• . 

. • 

Erysipelas 

14 

1 

1 

1 

9 

*2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

239 

2 

108 

115 

9 

5 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

29 

1 

10 

7 

11 

. . 

Relapsing  Fever 

•• 

. . 

. . 

Continued  Fever 

• . 

. . . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

• • 

2 

4 

• . 

Plague  . . 

• • 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

• • 

Totals 

368 

2 

138 

173 

23 

30 

2 

Totals 
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Notifiable  diseases. — There  wei'e  3G8  infectious  diseases 
notified , in  32  bouses  there  |^\vere  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  in 
b houses  there  were  three;  and  in  three  cases  tlje  children  were 
notified  as  suflering  from  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  at  the  same 
time. 

One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  by  two  medical  men. 


The  number  notified  this  year  was  219  less  than  last  year, 
due  to  178  fewer  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 


The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  any  one  year 
since  1890  varies  J^etween  141  in  that  year  and  6G5  in  1900,  giving 
an  average  for  the  last  15  years  of  375  cases  a year;  this  year  we  are 
just  under  the  average. 

84  cases  were  removed — 

i.e.  to  Sanatorium  ...  47  scarlet 

II  •••  ...  18  diphtheria 

II  •••  ...  15  typhoid 

Haj^wood  Hospital  ...  3 „ 

North  Staffs.  Infirmary  ...  1 ,, 

i.e.  22  per  cent  of  all  cases  notified  were  removed. 


Eeferring  to  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid, 
the  following  table  shews  percentage  removed  to  Bradwell  Sana- 
torium during  the  last  9 years — 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


percentage 

JG 

26 

24 

14 

20 

24 

31 

18 

23 


The  highest  percentage  was  reached  in  1903  and  the  lowest 
in  1900. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  and  removed  each  year  since 
1890  is  shewn  in  the  following  table — 


TABLE  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
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do.  N.S.  Infirmary 
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Scarlet  fever- 


Number  of  cases 

239 

incidence  per  1000  living 

5-7 

case  mortality 

5 per  cent 

removed  to  Sanatorium  ... 

19  „ 

case  mortality  of  those  removed 

2 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home 

6 

(removed  to  Sanatorium  in  1904) 

16  „ 

heria — 

Number  of  cases 

80 

incidence  per  1000  living 

1-9 

case  mortality 

16  per  cent 

removed  to  Sanatorium  ... 

22 

-J-J  ,, 

case  mortality  of  those  removed 

22  „ 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home 

14  „ 

(removed  to  Sanatorium  in  1904) 

18  „ 

The  number  of  cases  notified  this  year  is  the  smallest  since 

1898. 

Swabs  were  sent  to  Birmingham  University  for  bacteriolog- 
ical examination  from  four  suspected  cases  ; each  time  with  negative 
result. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  Anti-toxin  was  more  generally  used, 
only  a few  cases  not  being  injected  ; it  is  supplied  free  by  the  town 
to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it,  but  it  is  not  supplied  free 
for  prophylactic  use. 


Typhoid  fever — 

Number  of  cases 
incidence  per  1000  living 
case  mortality 
removed 

case  mortality  of  those  removed 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home 

(removed  in  1904) 


29 

0-6 

20  per  cent 


65 

15 

30 

59 


> > 

9 9 


The  following  table  shews  percentage  of  cases  removed  since 
1897— 

percentage 


1897  ...  ...  36 

1898  ...  ...  25 

1899  ...  ...  15 

1900  ...  ...  15 

1901  ...  ...  42 

1902  ...  ...  45 

1903  ...  ...  55 

1904  ...  ...  59 

1905  ...  ...  05 


so  that  the  percentage  removed  has  steadily  increased  since  1900. 
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Bradwell  Sanatorium.— Of  the  23!)  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
47  were  removed  ; and  the  following  could  not  be  removed  for 
various  reasons,  i.e. — 

59  refused 
44  no  bed 

29  too  young  (under  3)  ’ 

2 dead  on  visit  by  Inspector 

2 had  measles  in  the  house 

3 had  diphtheria  also 

51  notified  when  the  Sanatorium  was  closed. 


Of  the  80  cases  of  diphtheria,  18  were  removed;  and  the 
following  could  not  be  removed  for  various  reasons,  i.e. — 

33  refused 

1 no  bed 

()  too  young  (under  3) 

3 dead  on  visit 

3 had  scarlet  fever  also  (as  mentioned  before), 

13  notified  when  the  Sanatorium  was  closed. 

Of  the  29  cases  of  tj^phoid,  15  were  removed  to  the  Sana- 
torium, three  to  the  Haywood  Hospital,  one  to  the  North  Staff's. 
Infirmary, 

7 refused 

2 were  too  ill 

1 dead  on  visit 


On  February  9th,  the  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  wards 
were  closed  on  account  of  scabies,  whooping  cough,  and  mixed 
infection  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 

The  diphtheria  ward  was  re-opened  on  March  14th,  and  the 
scarlet  fever  ward  on  April  3rd. 

During  this  period  51  scarlet  and  2 diphtheria  cases  were 
notified,  and  so  could  not  be  removed. 


In  December,  11  cases  of  diphtheria  could  not  be  removed  on 
account  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  the  ward. 


There  are  33  beds  at  the  Sanatorium,  16  for  scarlet  fever, 
!)  for  diphtheria,  8 for  typhoid  fever ; there  are  also  2 or  3 cots  for 
scarlet  fever. 
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Schools. — Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  cases  occuri’ed  in 
connection  with  the  following  schools — 


Park  Road 

scarlet  fever 

31 

diphtheria 

16 

Middleport 

80 

5 

Cobridge  Church 

16 

3 

St.  John’s 

14 

7 

Sneyd  Green 

14 

3 

St.  Paul’s 

13 

1 

Jackfield 

12 

1 

Hill  Top 

...  ’ 11 

4 

St.  Joseph’s 

11 

2 

Central  ... 

10 

5 

Granville 

9 

2 

North  Road 

9 

8 

St.  Peters 

3 

1 

Sneyd  Church 

1 

1 

The  schools  were  implicated  not  always  by  the  patient,  but 
often  by  some  other  inmate  of  the  house. 

Park  Eoad  and  Longport  Infants’  Schools  were  closed  for  a 
fortnight  in  February  and  June  respectively,  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  measles. 

Measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases. — The  patient  is  removed  when  possible,  and  a nurse 
always  accompanies  the  horse  ambulance,  which  is  kept  at  the 
Sanatorium,  and  which  is  used  to  remove  all  cases,  and  disinfected 
after  each  journey. 

The  bed  and  clothing  on  removal  of  patient,  or  at  end  of 
case,  are  taken  in  a covered  horse  van  to  a Recks  steam  disinfector 
at  the  pumping  station ; the  average  number  of  articles  per  case 
disinfected  is  20.  The  disinfected  articles  are  not  washed. 

Post-cards  are  sent  to  all  schools  implicated  advising  the 
headmaster  of  the  occurrence  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and 
requesting  the  exclusion  from  school  of  any  other  children  at  the 
same  house,  for  seven  weeks  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  five 
weeks  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  when  the  patient  is  nursed  at 
home,  or  if  removed,  for  10  days  to  two  weeks. 


Children  appearing  ill  at  school  are  sent  home,  and  often 
notice  will  be  sent  to  the  Inspector, 
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The  infected  room  is  disinfected  by  means  of  burning  sulphur, 
and  sometimes  by  spraying  formalin,  either  on  removal  of  patient 
or  at  end  of  case. 

When  known,  the  samejis  done  after  death  from  phthisis. 

The  new  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Stanfield,  in  the 
north  ward,  has  made  rapid  progress  during  the  yeai'  and  will  be 
opened  in  Mai’ch. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Borough  Surveyor  has 
kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  particulars — 


Drains,  sewers,  itc.,  laid  to  new  houses,  factories,  public 
buildings,  itc. — 


73 


19 


9in.  sewers 

... 

(564  yards 

Oin.  drains 

1141  „ 

4in.  ,, 

184(5  ,, 

Total 

3651 

;.  I.  Cliambers. 

V.  Shafts, 

Traps.  .\.  Inlets. 

w.c.’s 

41 

44 

28  12 

22 

PRIVIES. 

Included  are  15  flush  water-closets  on  Doulton’s 
factory,  four  flush  closets  at  Savage’s  factory,  and  two  flush  closets 
at  the  Electrical  Works. 

Private  drainage  done  by  builders,  contractors,  and  town  men 
in  connection  with  conversions. 


PRIVATE  STREETS,  &c. 


F.W.C.’s. 

34 


P.  & Traps.  Chambers. 

Manholes.  Traps. 

V.  Shafts. 

96  15 

3 8 

23 

Oin.  sewers 

173  yards 

6in  „ 

38  ' „ 

Total  211  „ 

()in.  drains  ...  1089  yards 

4in.  ,,  ...  lOd  .) 


> » 


1700 
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SUMMARY. 

Total  uuinher  of  tli’ains  and  sewers  — 

12iu.,  9in.,  Gin.  and  din.  — 5351  yards 

F. w.c.’s  I.  Chambers.  Traps.  V.  Sliafts  Manholes  A..  Inlets.  Privies. 

95  5G  36  G7  22  12  1 


Conversions  from  privies,  &c. — 130  flush  w.c.’s. 


Sanitary  conveniences  on  factories — 

Doulton’s 
Crown  Works 
Johnson’s,  Ltd. 

Savage’s 

Electrical  Works 


15  seats 

1 seat 
1 

4 seats 

2 & 2 urinals 


Total  23 


The  sewage  is  conveyed  by  gravitation  to  lower  part  of 
Longport  valley,  and  thence  into  tank  or  suction  well,  whence  it  is 
forced  up  a cast  iron  rising  main  2 miles  long  and  21  inches  in 
diameter  to  the  Corporation  farm  at  Bradwell  of  314  acres. 

The  destructor  at  the  pumping  station  is  disused  since 
September,  1905.  when  the  electric  lighting  station  and  destructor 
in  connection  with  it  at  Scotia  Road  (north  w’ard)  were  opened ; 
the  latter  now  disposes  of  all  ashes  and  other  house  refuse. 

Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  the  construction  of  14  filter 
beds  to  be  situated  near  the  pumping  station  between  the  Fowlea 
brook  and  the  North  Stafford  Railway  in  the  Wolstanton  United 
Urban  District ; the  work  will  commence  about  March. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act.— There  are  124  work- 
shops on  the  register,  compared  with  109  and  85  for  the  two 
previous  years. 

The  increased  number  this  year  is  due  not  only  to  new 
workshops  being  established,  but  also  to  some  old  ones  found  and 
added  to  the  register. 

The  one  prosecution  was  in  the  case  of  an  underground 
bakehouse,  for  which  the  Council  refused  to  grant  a certificate, 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  sanitary  officials.  The  baker  appealed 
to  the  Stipendiary  who  ordered  the  Corporation  to  give  a certificate. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Y^our  obedient  Servant, 

CLARENCE  H.  MOTT. 


Feb.  mh,  1906. 
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SANITARY  OFFICE, 

BUESLEM, 

31st  December,  1905. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  and 

Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905,  of  inspections  made  and 
work  done  in  the  sanitary  department. 

8039  visits  have  been  paid,  with  the  result  that  1181 
nuisances  or  breaches  of  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  have  been 
discovered.  These  were  of  a varied  character  and  of  such  a nature 
that  few  structural  alterations  to  property  were  necessary,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  preliminary  notices  to  the  persons  responsible 
were  sufficient  to  bring  about  a remedy,  so  that  police  court 
proceedings  have  been  few,  which  is  very  desirable,  as  we  believe 
that  if  our  work  is  to  be  of  the  best,  it  must  be  of  an  educational 
nature  rather  than  coercive ; and  while  it  may  be  difficult  to  instil 
the  laws  of  cleanliness  and  health  into  many,  I am  pleased  to  think 
that  there  is  more  interest  taken  by  the  people  in  their  surroundings 
than  formerly  to  secure  cleanly  conditions. 

Overcrowding  has  been  found  to  be  slightly  on  the  increase, 
19  cases  having  been  discovered  compared  with  14  last  year. 

The  nuisances  arising  from  choked  waste  water-closets  and 
drains  continue  to  be  excessive,  while  the  nuisances  inseparable  from 
old  leaky  privy  cesspools  have  nearly  disappeared,  many  having 
been  converted  into  the  water  carriage  system. 

Defective,  untrapped  or  improperly  trapped  drains  are 
nuisances  of  a serious  character,  and  are  constantly  being  uneai'thed  ; 
while  the  old  improperly  drained  kitchen  sinks  and  those  connected 
direct  on  the  drains  are  fast  disappearing  and  earthenware  discharge 
pipes  are  becoming  the  rule. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  and  nature  of  nuisances 
discovered  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

239  choked  and  defective  waste  water-closets  ; but  outside 
the  239,  4U0  of  these  have  been  examined  and  put  right  by  the 
Corporation  workmen, 
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The  recent  decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
regard  to  flushing  cisterns  is  to  be  deplored  as  it  has  put  back  the 
clock  of  sanitation  many  years  and  we  could  have  desired  and 
expected  their  support  in  such  a matter  of  importance. 

200  choked  and  defective  water-closets 
2fl7  choked  and  defective  drains 
97  defective  and  leaky  privy  cesspools 
92  defective  and  no  ashpit  accommodation 
71  insanitary  back  and  other  premises 
32  defective  spouting 
20  open  drains 

27  dilapidated  and  insanitary  houses 
19  cases  of  overcrowding 
17  dirty  houses 

12  defective  and  insanitary  kitchen  sinks 

13  accumulations  of  filth 

14  sanitary  defects  at  workshops 

8 sanitary  defects  at  factories 

5 insufficient  w.c.  accommodation 

4 dirty  bakehouses 

3 dirty  slaughter-houses 

6 houses  no  water  supply 

3 insufficient  drainage 

4 sanitary  defects  at  schools 

1 insanitary  tram  shelter 

1 defective  ra,in  water  cistern  and  46  contraventions  of 
the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  making  a total  of  1184  cases  dealt  with. 

Smoke  Nuisance. — 50  observations  of  these  were  taken,  but 
only  in  four  cases  was  it  necessary  to  complain,  and  on  the  whole 
there  is  much  less  cause  of  complaint  than  formerly ; one  or  two  of 
the  brick  works  and  one  colour  maker  being  the  greatest  sinners, 
as  when  complaints  are  made  they  seem  able  to  reduce  it  to  a 
minimum. 

Slaughtek-houses. — There  are  23  of  these  in  the  Borough 
all  of  which  have  been  visited  monthly,  and  while  one  or  two  of 
these  are  not  what  we  could  desire  in  the  matter  of  construction,  on 
the  whole  they  have  been  kept  in  an  orderly  and  cleanly  condition. 
An  old  one  at  the  rear  of  58  Nile  Street  has  been  replaced  by  a 
more  modern  and  sanitary  building  and  is  a great  improvement. 

One  meat  seizure  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  viz. : that 
of  the  body  of  a pig  belonging  to  0.  H.  Greatbatch,  of  Newport 
Lane,  who  was,  on  August  9th,  by  the  Borough  Bench,  fined  £5  and 
costs,  for  having  the  same  in  his  possession  and  exposed  for  sale^ 
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Six  surrenders  of  unsound  meat,  (to.  have  taken  place  during 
the  year,  viz.  a body  of  beef  weigliing  7‘dH  lbs;  the  body  of  a call 
weighing  120  lbs.  ; parts  of  a large  pig  weighing  116  Ihs. ; a buttock 
of  frozen  beef  weighing  110  lbs.  ; a quantity  of  foreign  bacon 
weighing  127  lbs.  ; also  a quantity  of  shrimps  weighing  20  lbs. 
The  total  weight  surrendered  was  1291  lbs. 

Offensive  Tiuues. — Under  this  head,  W.  Kingdon,  of 
Tunstall,  was  brought  before  the  Borough  Bench  on  the  25th  of 
January,  and  fined  £10  including  costs,  for  carrying  on  the  business 
of  a gut  scraper  at  Brownhills  without  first  having  obtained  the 
sanction  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  establishment  of  the  same. 

Daikies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshofs. — We  have  98  of  these 
registered,  compared  with  93  last  year.  At  34  of  these  milched 
cows  are  kept,  12  of  which  are  at  farms  outside  the  Borough  and  do 
not  come  under  our  observation  only  as  vendors  of  milk.  These  on 
the  whole  are  well  kept,  and  while  360  visits  have  been  paid  to 
the  same,  it  has  only  been  necessary  to  complain  in  six  cases,  and 
the  cause  of  complaint  has  been  in  each  case  the  need  of  lime- 
washing. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — In  keeping  with  the  Factories 
and  Workshops  Acts,  sec.  130,  every  known  factory  and  workshop  in 
the  Borough  has  been  visited  during  the  year.  We  have  the  same 
number  of  factories  as  last  year — 67,  and  124  workshops  com- 
pared with  109  last  year.  630  visits  have  been  paid  to  these — 200 
to  the  factories  and  430  to  the  various  workshops.  Any  defects 
found  were  notified  to  the  owners  who  gave  attention  to  same  and 
notices  were  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  As  the  lime- 
washing and  cleansing  of  these  places  seems  to  be  carried  out 
periodically  and  in  keeping  with  the  Act ; the  want  of  lime-washing 
has  been  the  only  cause  of  complaint. 


The  following  is  a summary  of 


Bakehouses 
Millinery 
Cratemaking 
Shoe  repairing 
Wheelwrights 
Tailoring 
Earthenware 

decorating 
Cabinet  making  ... 
Joinering 

Cycle  repairing  ... 
Plumbers 


23 

15 

14 

13 

8 


6 

6 

4 

4 

3 


workshops  in  the  Borough- 

Engraving  3 
Coopering  3 

Modelling  2 

Saddleing  2 

Marine  stores  2 
Laundries  2 
Earthenware 

eggs  1 
Crayon  making  1 
Cardboard  boxes  1 
Dye  house  1 


and  one  out-worker. 


Colour  making  1 
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The  gi anting  of  a cei'tificate  for  the  undergr^nnd  bakeliouse, 
situate  at  4 Nile  Street,  hy  the  Stipendiary,  was,  from  a sanitary 
point  of  view,  a mistake,  as  tlie  place  in  my  o[)inion  is  unlit  for  the 
making  up  of  food  stuffs. 

Canal  Boats.— d4 2 of  these  wore  inspected,  compared  with 
341  last  yeai . Particulars  of  all  inspections  were  recorded  in 
keeping  with  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  regulations. 

The  boats  were  occupied  by  972  persons,  viz. : 5G1  men, 
being  58  per  cent  of  the  whole;  187  women,  being  19'23  per  cent, 
and  224  children,  being  23-4  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  carrying  capacity  of  adult  persons  on  the  boats  reckoning 
two  childien  foi  one  adult  was  1094,  whereas  on  the  above  reckoning 
the  boats  examined  only  carried  862  adults,  so  that  there  was  little 
overcrowding. 

There  was  an  increase  of  very  young  children  on  the  boats, 
especially  of  those  under  one  year.  This  is  very  undesirable.  When 
questioning  some  of  the  captains  with  reference  to  this  matter  they 
said  they  could  not  get  men  to  go  with  the  boats,  with  the  result 
thkt  their  wives  had  to  accompany  them,  hence  the  young  children. 

The  boats  as  a whole  were  clean,  well-ventilated,  and  in  good 
condition. 

There  was  no  infectious  disease  discovered  on  any  of  the 
boats,  therefore  no  boats  had  to  be  detained  for  disinfecting  or 
cleansing. 

46  contraventions  were  discovered,  compared  with  53  last 

year— 

22  were  for  general  dilapidation 
7 for  absence  of  certificate 
6 ,,  overcrowding 
6 ,,  absence  of  water  vessel 
3 ,,  not  being  properly  marked 
2 ,,  being  improperly  occupied 

2 ,,  having  no  double  bulk  head  when  carrying  an 
offensive  cargo. 

Complaint  notes  were  sent  in  the  case  of  each  contravention 
giving  a reasonable  time  for  their  remedy.  The  work  was  done  and 
the  notes  returned  within  the  specified  time,  duly  signed  ; therefore 
no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the  year. 

Ashes  and  Ntghtsoil.— The  work  of  removing  these  has 
been  well  done  during  the  year,  and  while  we  have  only  the  same 
teams  as  six  years  ago,  the  volume  of  refuse  is  much  larger,  there- 
fore the  demand  on  the  teams  is  much  greater  ; however,  second 
complaints  were  of  rare  occurrence. 
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11,1-18  loatds  of  ashes  have  been  removed  during  the  year; 
1,004  of  which  went  to  the  free  tip,  3809  to  the  old  destructor, 
2, 055  to  the  new  destructor — this  is  since  July,  the  month  when 
they  began  to  take  ashes — 658  loads  to  the  Sytch  tip,  and  41  loads 
of  manure  liave  been  moved  from  the  town  yard  to  the  park  and 
cemetery. 

41(i  dirty  and  verminous  beds  and  mattresses  were  removed 
and  taken  to  the  destructor  and  destroyed. 

We  have  about  4,000  ash-bins  in  the  llorough  which  are 
emptied  fortnightly. 

The  ash-pits  emptied  at  houses  where  infectious  disease 
occurred  have  been  disinfected. 

The  cost  of  removing  the  above  was  £1,150  3s.  8d.,  or  a 
fraction  over  2/Of  per  load. 

2,306  loads  of  nightsoil  were  removed,  all  of  which  was 
deposited  on  land,  the  cost  of  removing  same  being  £267  4s.  or 
2/3-^  per  load. 

The  usual  bins  were  placed  at  the  various  show  vans,  &c., 
during  the  wakes  week  for  the  collection  of  refuse.  The  contents 
were  collected  daily. 

Infectious  Diseases.— 368  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  580  last  year.  Each  case  was  investigated  and 
reported  upon  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  annexed  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
diseases  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years,  and  number 
removed  — 


REMOVED 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Scarlet  fever 

43 

416 

239 

14 

67 

44 

Diphtheria 

91 

81 

80 

28 

14 

17 

Typhoid 

20 

33 

29 

11 

22 

18 

Small-pox 

53 

11 

— 

53 

11 

— 

Erysipelas 

17 

26 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

7 

12 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

156 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

387 

580 

868 

106 

114 

79 

Had  beds  been  available,  many  more  would  have 
gone  to  Hospital. 
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\ ou  will  notice  there  is  a desirable  decrease  in  all  notifiable 
diseases.  The  decrease  would  have  been  more  marked  in  typhoid  but 
for  a serious  outl)reak  in  Granville  disti’ict  at  the  beginning  part 
of  the  year,  no  less  than  17  cases  being  notified  during  the  first  four 
months.  The  outbreak  undoubtedly  arose  from  defective  cellar 
drains. 


Many  of  the  scarlet  and  diphtheria  cases  were  very  mild,  the 
patients  running  about  their  homes  while  suffering  from  same,  with 
the  result  th  it  second  cases  occurred.  Our  hope  for  the  diminishing 
of  these  cases  lies  in  the  opening  of  our  new  hospital.  Disinfectants 
were  supplied  in  each  case  and  any  sanitary  defect  found  was  given 
immediate  attention,  and,  where  necessary,  drains  were  .tested  and 
flushed  with  disinfectants. 


'250  rooms,  9 schools,  and  2 wards  at  the  hospital  were  dis- 
infected after  infectious  disease  ; also  1,559  beds  and  articles  of 
clothing,  &c.  which  were  removed  and  disinfected  at  the  steam 
disinfector. 


Two  prosecutions  under  the  Public  Health  and  Infectious 
Diseases  Acts  took  place  during  the  year,  viz.  : — On  August  3rd, 
Peter  J.  Walklate  was  fined  5/-  and  costs  for  having  exposed 
infected  bedding,  &c.  in  a public  place,  viz.  : Newport  Lane,  on  the 
8th  day  of  June.  Also,  Mary  A.  Milhvard  was  on  the  7th  of  Sept, 
fined  10/-  including  costs  for  exposing  herself  in  a public  place, 
conveyance,  and  also  in  an  electric  car,  while  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever  ; she  had  escaped  from  the  hospital  and  come  home.  Both 
cases  were  tried  before  the  Borough  Bench. 

Lodging-houses. — I have  examined  the  sanitary  convenience 
at  the  lodging-houses  periodically,  and  as  these  houses  do  not  as 
Inspector  come  under  my  observation,  I make  no  report  only  to  say 
that  the  conveniences  were  clean. 


Contagious  Diseases  Animals  Act.  - The  swine  fever  order 
has  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  under  which  licenses  and 
removal  orders  have  been  granted  for  the  removal  of  swine  ; but  no 
case  of  swine  fever  has  occurred  in  the  Borough.  Two  pigs  which 
died  of  inflammation,  after  being  examined  were  burned  at  the 
destructor. 

On  April  7th,  J.  Garner  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
Court  for  removing  three  pigs  wdthout  first  having  obtained  the 
necessary  license  for  their  removal. 
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Orders  for  Sanitary  Work.— (;2  t orders  were  obtained  for 
sanitary  work  by  the  Corporation  workmen,  viz. — 98  for  the  con- 
version of  privy  cesspools  into  the  water  carriage  system,  22  for  the 
construction  of  new  drains,  and  5()4  for  the  opening,  cleansing  and 
repairing  of  water-closets,  waste  water-closets  and  drains. 

\oiD  Houses. —These  remain,  in  my  opinion,  at  about  the 
same  number  as  last  year,  viz.  : 530. 

Land-slip. — This  has  been  visiteil  weekly  and  while  the  new 
tipped  refuse  keeps  sinking,  the  slip  is  perfectly  safe. 

Petroleum  Acts.— Samples  of  petroleum  have  been  taken, 
about  30  of  which  have  been  tested,  but  these  were  well  above  the 
flash  point  required  by  the  Acts,  viz.  : 72,  therefore  licenses  are  not 
required. 

New  Sewers,  Drains,  Houses,  itc. — 75  new  houses  have 
been  erected  and  certified  foi'  occupation  during  the  year  -39  in  the 
east  ward,  31  in  the  north  ward,  and  5 in  the  south  ward. 

004  yards  of  9in.  sewers,  1141  yards  of  Gin.  drains,  and  lK4G 
yards  of  4in.,  making  a total  of  3651  yards;  these  having  been  laid 
to  new  houses,  factories,  &c. 

In  addition  to  which  there  has  been  173  yards  of  9in.  sewers, 
38  yards  of  Oin.  sewers,  1,089  yards  of  Gin.  drains,  and  400  yards 
of  4in.  drains;  these  have  been  laid  in  connection  with  the  con- 
version of  privy  cesspools  into  the  water  carriage  system  and  private 
street  works. 

130  privy  cesspools  were  converted  into  the  water  carriage 
system  during  the  year. 

50  inspection  chambers  have  been  put  in. 

07  vent  shafts 

36  intercepting  traps  to  sewers. 

22  manholes 

12  fresh  air  inlets 
1 privy,  where  unavoidable  ; also 

23  flush  water-closets  and  two  urinals  have  been  fixed  at 
various  factories  in  the  Borough. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  MARTIN. 


Bursleni,  1906. 
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?o  the  ChainU’Di,  Members  oj  the  Saiiitar//  Committee 
(1)1(1  Members  of  the  To7V)i  Council. 


Gentt.emen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  a report  of  work  done 
during  the  year  1905. 

I have  paid  2,273  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
supplying  them  with  disinfectants  and  leaflets  and  advising  the 
parents  oi  fiiends  of  the  patients  as  to  the  importance  of  strict 
iso  ation,  especially  in  instances  where  the  patient  remains  at 
home  for  treatment.  In  some  cases  it  is  regrettable  to  find  how 
little  importance  is  attached  to  isolating  the  patient,  other  children 
often  being  allowed  to  play  with,  or  to  be  in  the  same  room  a.s  the 
patient;  and  so  long  as  this  laxity  remains  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  hope  that  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  will  be 
decreased, 

I have  paid  1 ,708  visits  to  cases  of  neglected  children,  and  in 
many  of  them  improvement  has  taken  place  after  frequent  visits. 
3-1  new  cases  ot  neglected  children  have  come  under  my  notice 
during  the  year  ; in  six  of  these  I have  found  it  necessary  to  report 
them  to  the  Inspector  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
and  in  three  other  cases  the  police  have  taken  proceedings  against 
parents  for  neglecting  their  children,  and  a term  of  two  months 
imprisonment  was  imposed  in  one  case,  in  another  a term  of  three 
mouths  with  hard  labour,  and  in  the  other  case  a term  of  four 
months  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  was  imposed.  In  one  of 
these  cases  the  children  were  removed  to  the  Workhouse  and  in  the 
other  two  cases  the  child I’en  were  sent  to  Homes. 

I have  paid  493  visits  to  cases  where  births  have  occurred. 
I found  316  were  breast  fed  children  and  177  were  handled.  In 
85  cases  the  children  suffered  from  convulsions  and  of  these  34  were 
hand  fed,  so  we  find  that  16-2  per  cent  of  breast  fed  children  suffer 
from  convulsions,  and  19-2  per  cent  of  the  hand  fed.  In  spite  of 
visiting  and  distributing  leaflets  with  instructions  on  the  feeding  of 
children,  the  infantile  mortality  remains  high,  and  in  thinking  over 
some  of  the  causes  which  may  tend  to  help  the  high  infantile 
mortality,  the  clothing  of  young  children  may  be  of  some  importance 
as  one  often  finds  children  taken  out  of  a warm  room  into  the  open 
air  and  there  exposed  to  cold  winds,  etc.  without  any  extra  clothincr 
on,  and  as  a result  of  this  exposure,  chest  troubles,  which  so  often 
prove  fatal  in  young  children,  are  brought  on, 
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Then  again,  the  feeding  of  cliildren  plays  a very  important  part 
in  infantile  mortality.  In  hand  fed  children  one  often  finds  boiled 
bread,  cornflour,  and  other  unsuitable  foods  are  given  and  as  a 
result  the  children  suffer  from  convulsions,  and  often  deaths  occur 
from  this  cause ; and  as  a proof  of  the  importance  of  proper  feeding 
we  find  that  19'2  per  cent  of  the  hand  fed  children  suffer  from 
convulsions,  and  only  16'2  per  cent  of  the  breast  fed  are  so  affected. 

In  some  cases  I find  because  a baby,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  is  not  coming  on  as  the  mother  would  like  it,  she  gets  it  into 
her  head  that  the  baby  is  “ wasting  away  ” and  seems  to  think 
that  nothing  she  can  do  can  save  it  and  so  contents  herself  to  let  it 
die  ; but  in  several  cases  where  the  instructions  on  feeding  have 
been  carefully  carried  out  the  children  have  improved  and  become 
bright  and  healthy. 


February,  I90(!. 


I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ELIZABETH  S.  COTTON. 


